University Printing House, Cambridge cb2 8bs, United Kingdom Cambridge University Press is part of the University of Cambridge.
It furthers the University's mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.
www.cambridge.org Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9780521185042
C Cambridge University Press 2015
This publication is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements, no reproduction of any part may take place without the written permission of Cambridge University Press.
First published 2015
Printed in the United Kingdom by Clays, St lves plc Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication, and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain, accurate or appropriate. Crystal (1990) , and an edition, with translation, notes, and commentary, of the three cantiche of Dante's Commedia (1996 , 2003 , 2011 
A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloguing in Publication data
Cambridge University Press 978-1-107-00614-0 -The Cambridge Companion to Petrarch Edited by Albert Russell Ascoli and Unn Falkeid Frontmatter
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
When we first decided to collaborate on this volume five years ago, we had, despite past editorial experiences, no idea how long it would ultimately take. On the other hand, we expected -and our expectations were fulfilled, if often in unexpected ways -that this collaboration, in addition to filling a major scholarly lacuna, would give us each great satisfaction. Such satisfactions came abundantly, both in the dynamic of exchange that we were able to establish between ourselves (despite living on different continents!) and in our work with our distinguished authors and with Cambridge University Press, in particular Linda Bree and Anna Bond. We thank all of them for their excellent work and their (oft-tried) patience with us.
We both owe numerous debts to our home institutions and to our families for essential support at crucial moments. Unn Falkeid acknowledges the Royal Swedish Academy of Letters, History and Antiquities, which during the completion of this volume has generously funded her position as an Academy Research Fellow at Stockholm University. She also thanks the University of Oslo for her postdoctoral fellowship 
1307
His brother, Gherardo, is born.
1311
The family gathers in Pisa with other exiles from Florence, among them probably Dante.
1312
His father gains employment at the papal court in Avignon and the family settles in Carpentras, fifteen miles from the city.
1312-16
Studies with the grammarian Convenevole da Prato, another White Guelf refugee.
1316-20
Studies law at University of Montepellier. His mother dies in 1318 or 1319, and soon after he writes a Latin elegy for her [Epystole, I.7] .
1320-26
Studies civil law at the University of Bologna, together with his brother Gherardo and his friend Guido Sette, interrupted only by a short stay in Venice and two short returns to Avignon in 1321 and 1325. Befriends Giacomo Colonna and starts to be interested in vernacular poetry.
1326
His father dies. The brothers return to Avignon without finishing their studies.
1327
Meets Laura, April 6, in the church of St. Claire in Avignon and falls in love. 
